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BLAENAVON TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 24th JULY 2019 AT 6.30 PM AT THE 
COUNCIL CHAMBER, 101 HIGH ST, BLAENAVON. 

 
 

In attendance:    
Councillor: Jac Denley - Jones (In the Chair) 
 
Councillors in attendance: G. Davies, L. Evans, N. Horler, J. Huybs, A. Jones, J. Jones, G. 
McCann, S. Bright, A. Parry, L. Cowles. 
 
Officers:  Mr K. Warren (Clerk to the Council), Rebecca Smith (Healthy Blaenavon Officer), 
Lyndsey Harris (Administrator) 
 
Visitors:  Ms C. Hill, Mrs S. Griffiths, Mr Ric Beachey, Mr Richard Lloyd Evans. 
 
The meeting of the full council was opened at 6:30pm by the Chairman Councillor Jac Denley 
- Jones who welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced Cllr Alan Parry and Cllr Liam 
Cowles to the meeting and also Rebecca Smith, the newly appointed Healthy Blaenavon 
Officer and expressed thanks for attendance. 
 

1. To receive any questions from the public. 
 

There were no questions. 
 

2. Apologies:  
 
P. Roberts. 
 

3. Declarations of interest 
 
Liam Cowles Planning application Forgeside RFC – Secretary of Forgeside RFC. 
Janet Jones – Planning Committee TCBC 
 

4. Chairman’s Announcements 
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The Chair informed members that she has attended the following in her capacity as Mayor: 
• Involved in the selection process – Healthy Blaenavon Officer interviews. 
• World Heritage Day Opening 
• One Voice Wales National Conference – Builth Wells 
• Entertained descendants of the landlord of The Lion Hotel in Blaenavon who were 

visiting from America at The Lion Hotel and showed them the info board that we put 
up.  
 

Resolved: Members noted the update. 
 
 

5. To sign as a correct record the Full Council minutes held on the 26th June 2019 
 

The minutes from the last Full Council meeting held on the 26th June 2019 were read for 
accuracy. 
 
The minutes were proposed by Cllr Janet Jones and seconded by Cllr Alan Jones as a true and 
accurate record. 
 
Resolved: Minutes accepted as a true record. 
 
 

6. Receive an introduction from Rebecca Smith – newly appointed Healthy 
Blaenavon Officer 

 
Rebecca Smith provided members with a brief overview of her background and career to date 
which has included working for 17 years within Heritage and Museums, mostly in lifelong 
learning and community engagement, doing events and school workshops TCBC, Newbridge 
Memorial Hall. She has also more recently worked at Newbridge Memorial Hall & Torfaen 
County Borough Council. She went on to describe the projects that she has been involved 
working with a diverse range of people including the LGBT community, Ex-offenders & 
Intergenerational Groups, including the ongoing project at Big Pit. Her role in Newbridge 
Memo was as a Community Engagement Officer engaging with the community which 
resulted in helping to set up a Dementia Memory Café and also working with deprived 
families within the community to provide funding for social activities to enable them to have 
cinema visits and soft play with their children.  
She went on to explain her work over the last 17 years particularly with partners including 
HWB, Bron Afon, Blaenavon Heritage School and the older residents from the Arthur 
Jenkins Nursing Home. Her previous role at Big Pit meant that she has created many links 
with the community of Blaenavon and how she hopes she can continue to work with and 
bring them on board for this project. She hopes over the coming months to go out in to the 
community to start to engage with clubs and local schools to ask people about their health 
and wellbeing and how they feel they can be helped.  
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The Chair then asked Cllrs if they had any questions they would like to ask Rebecca. 
 
Cllr. Alan Jones invited Rebecca along to meet Blaenavon Rugby Club and Blaenavon Blues 
Football Club as a Committee member for both. 
 
Cllr. Gareth McCann asked Rebecca whether she would be getting involved with the 
Lighthouse Project in Pontypool who tackle drug problems in the Pontypool area, as there is a 
big drug problem in Blaenavon.  
 
Rebecca answered by saying that she would be shortly meeting up with the steering group 
who would guide and advise on issues such as this and invited all members to email any 
issues such as this to her and she can feed through to the meeting.    
 

7. Clerk’s Update. 
 
Mr Warren provided the following updates: 

1. As per the Councils instructions at the last full Council meeting, Item 9 in the previous 
minutes, to complete a draft of the Anti-Harassment and Bullying Policy 2019, Mr 
Warren then shows members the draft of the policy on the projector screen, which has 
already been previously emailed to members prior to the meeting. The chair then asked 
if members were in agreement for the Clerk and Chair to sign off this policy this 
evening. 
 

This was proposed by Cllr Lewis Evans and seconded by Cllr Janet Jones. 
 

Resolved: Members noted the update. 
 

2. Item 13 in the previous minutes, as per instructions from members I have raised a 
cheque for £250 for Men’s Sheds, a meeting will be arranged in due course to present 
the cheque to Keith Young.  

 
Resolved: Members noted the update. 
 

3. The Clerk informed members of his attendance on July 10th to the One Voice Wales 
National Conference in Builth Wells. He explained how he was accompanied by 
Lyndsey Harris, Cllr Alan Jones and Cllr Denley-Jones and Sharon Ford from Big Pit. 
He delivered a workshop with Sharon Ford detailing the intergenerational work done 
over the past year which was fully attended. Several requests have been made to come 
and visit the Town Council and the workshops and we had a very positive response to 
the work we had been doing. 
Cllr Alan Jones noted that it was an excellent presentation, the Councillors attending the 
workshop were so impressed by the work done by the Council. I am awaiting 
correspondence regarding requests to come and visit the council in the near future. 
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Cllr Denley-Jones added that this project has definitely put Blaenavon on the map in 
Wales.  

 
Resolved: Members noted the update. 
 

 
4. Friday 19th July witnessed the Declaration of Office for our two new Councillors. Cllr 

Liam Cowles and Cllr Alan Parry. Mr Warren then welcomed the two Councillors. 
Cllr Gareth Davies noted the attendance of Charlotte Hill at the meeting and said how it 
was a really well organised campaign from all 3 candidates and how encouraging it was 
to see young people wanting to get involved within the town.  

 
Resolved: Members noted the update. 
 

5. The Clerk to the Council has been asked by the Clerk Magazine to compile a summary 
of the role of the new Healthy Blaenavon Officer in the September edition. It 
demonstrates where are as a Town Council to be asked by a national magazine to 
present our work. 

 
Resolved: Members noted the update. 
 

 
6. Regarding the external audit, they have highlighted 3 points where they need additional 

information which wasn’t made clear in the initial instructions. I am now compiling the 
information requested in more detail to send back for assessment.   

 
Resolved: Members noted the update. 
 
 

8. To receive Cllr updates regarding recent attendance at outside bodies committee 
meetings. 

 
Cllr Janet Jones informed members that she had attended a Churches Working Together 
meeting and Prayer Walk where she passed on the comments that we were unable to send a 
representative to the meetings at ROC. 
 
Resolved: Members noted the update. 
 
Cllr. Alan Jones attended the Heritage Meeting on Tuesday 23rd July, the next will be on 
September 19th. 
 
Resolved: Members noted the update. 
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Cllr Denley-Jones informed members that in her capacity as a school governor at Ysgol Bryn 
Onnen she has been involved in the selection process and interviewing for a Deputy Head 
who had been appointed and two new teachers who will be starting in September.  
 
Resolved: Members noted the update. 
 
Cllr Gareth Davies informed members that as a school governor at Blaenavon Heritage 
School he was part of the interview panel for Head Teacher. Jane Howells the acting head, 
was appointed. 
 
Resolved: Members noted the update. 
 
 

10. To consider and sign off the draft of the Service Level Agreement for a 
Community Centred Health & Wellbeing Intervention. 

 
Cllr Alan Jones declared an interest as a TCBC Councillor. 
 
The Chair explained that all members have received a draft of this agreement, which is a 
contract between Blaenavon Town Council and Torfaen Council regarding Rebecca’s 
appointment. 
She asked if any members would like to propose the sign off.   
 
This was proposed by Cllr Gareth Davies and seconded by Cllr Lewis Evans. 
 
Resolved: Members were in agreement – Clerk to organise sign off. 
 
 

11. To make a determination regarding the membership of Pontypool Rotary Club. 
 

Members from Pontypool Rotary Club attended the Finance meeting on Wednesday 10th July 
to invite Blaenavon Town Council to become a corporate member of the Club.  
 
The Chair asked if everyone was in agreement, there was a discussion highlighting what benefit 
they would bring to the town.  
 
Cllr Davies expressed that it was a very modest investment and could prove to be very 
worthwhile for the town.  
 
Cllr McCann added that we could always pull out if we feel that it wasn’t of any benefit to us.   
 
Rebecca Smith then added that she is a member of Pontypool Rotary Club and that it is already 
in the yearly plan that the Rotary Club will be helping Blaenavon.  
 
Was proposed by Cllr Gareth Davies and seconded by Cllr Alan Jones.  
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Resolved: Members approved the motion – Clerk to contact Pontypool Rotary to organise 
membership. 
 
 

12. To make a determination regarding the installation of a commemorative 
plaque/board at the site of the Milfraen Colliery site, Blaenavon. 

 
Mr Warren then presents via the projector screen an ordnance survey map of the location and 
explains that he has met with Mr Tom Maloney who is a local historian, he has recently done 
some work on the former Milfraen Colliery. The Colliery closed in 1933 but his view is there 
is nothing at the site to commemorate the existence of the Colliery.  
 
Cllr Huybs asks, “Where is the actual location of the Milfraen Site?”  
 
Would members consider erecting a plaque or stone in that area? What members previously 
mentioned that there was already a plaque commemorating all miners that exists in 
Blaenavon and Mr Warren did inform Mr Maloney of this. He wants members to reconsider 
this request.  
 
Things to consider are: 
• Planning consent 
• Landlords consent 
• Maintenance/costs 
 
Cllr Bright highlighted that before we decide to go ahead with this, we really need to know 
the costs. Mr Warren explained that this would be difficult to cost at this stage, but previous 
info boards have cost around £1000.  
 
Cllr Huybs then suggests that we look in to the cost of this as this is clearly of interest to the 
town and it is close to the cycle track and as long as it wasn’t too prohibitive it would be an 
interesting position. The Chair then asks if there would by anyone willing to look into the 
cost?  
 
Resolved: Members were in agreement. Cllr Huybs and Cllr Bright to look into the cost of 
the memorial and report back to council where a further decision can be made. 
 
 

13. To consider and make a determination regarding a proposal from Councillors 
Gareth Davies and Gareth McCann that Blaenavon Town Council supports and 
Independent Wales. 
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Gareth McCann explained how he recently attended a ‘Yes Cymru’ March in Cardiff for this 
movement. There are currently around 20 to 30 councils that are supporting this movement to 
make Wales Independent.  
 
Cllr Davies went on to say “ This movement isn’t an anti-English movement or anti-
Westminster movement, it’s for a forward-thinking Wales, a more positive and confident, we 
have been led by Westminster in the last few years projects like Swansea Bay, the 
electrification of Welsh railway lines that have been cancelled. We are contributing to the 
HS2 railway line in England that provides faster rail links to the north of England and 
Scotland. Whether we like it or not we are contributing to projects like this and it’s about 
time we cut the apron strings and became a strong independent country. We’ve exported 
welsh coal and exported welsh steel and our expertise to the world, let’s bring some of it back 
and have a country that can look forward on an equal footing”.  
 
The Chair asked the question that if we agree to go along with this movement, where do we 
go from there, what does it mean for us?  
 
Cllr Davies explained that all it would mean was that the council was supporting this 
movement, there are no legislative issues, but it is just to express the fact that we are 
supporting the movement.  
 
Liam Cowles expressed his views that he doesn’t support this motion, “I can’t think of a 
nationalist movement that didn’t breed nastiness. Look at Scotland and how divisive that was. 
I think we need to sort out Brexit first before we can concentrate on anything else. We need 
to heal this country”. 
 
Cllr Bright added that we need to look in to this further before a decision is made.  
 
Cllr Alan Jones suggested that this could put this on hold for a later meetings to give people 
time to read up on it. 
 
Alan Jones proposes this matter be dealt with at a later meeting when members have had time 
to do some more research. Seconded by Cllr Janet Jones. 
 
Resolved: Members agreed that this be added to the agenda for future discussion. 
 
 
 

14. To discuss potential Town Council projects for allocation into the Project 
Action Plan 2019/20. Relevant updates or new projects as notified  

 
 
Cllr. Denley-Jones informs members of the Blaenavon Dog Walk which is due to take place 
the forthcoming Sunday and asks for help from members to act as stewards on the day. 
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Cllr Huybs offered to help along with Cllr Lewis Evans and Cllr Bright.  
 
Resolved: Members noted the update. 
 
 
Cllr. Denley-Jones also updated on members on the forthcoming Family Fun Day to be held 
at Blaenavon Flower Park and is asking for help from members as stewards.  
 
Resolved: Members noted the update. 
 
 
 

15. Planning. 
 
The following planning applications were received from TCBC planning department since 
the last full council meeting in June 2019.  
 
The Clerk has distributed all applications to members for their observations prior to the July 
2019 full council meeting. The applications were presented via the projector screen for 
observations. 
 
 
• PROPOSAL: Replacement 15m high floodlights 
 

LOCATION: Forgeside RFC Ground, Clapham Terrace, Forgeside 
 
HSMI/19/P/0376/FUL  

 
Resolved: No observations 
 
 
 

• PROPOSAL: Replacement rear single storey extension to enlarge kitchen 
area  
 
LOCATION: 13 Rhydynos Street, Blaenavon, Pontypool 
 
TLECK/19/P/0379/HH 
 

Resolved: No observations 
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• PROPOSAL: Demolition of existing sheds and erection of new timber shed in 

front garden 
 
LOCATION: Ty R Myndd, 7 Upper Coedcae Road, Blaenavon 
 
CHAL/19/P/0331/FUL 
 

Resolved: No observations 
 
 
 

• PROPOSAL: Change of use to overgrown area to garden space and 
provision of boundary fencing 
 

• LOCATION: 2 Cross Street, Blaenavon, Pontypool 
 

HSMI/19/P/0420/FUL 
 
Resolved: No observations 
 
 
 

• PROPOSAL: Block of sheds for Agricultural use 
 
• LOCATION: Brick Yard House, Garn-y-rew, Blaenavon 

 
 

CJON/19/P/0354/FUL 
 

Resolved: No observations 
 
 
 

• PROPOSAL: Change of use of offices into a 4 bedroomed dwelling house 
with extension (amended scheme relating to 15/P/00473) 
 

• LOCATION: The Old Police Station, Church Road, Blaenavon 
 

HSMI/19/P/0434/FUL 
 

Resolved: No observations 
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Cllr Alan Jones proposed that in future if any councillors have any objections or queries to 
the planning applications that they notify the Clerk who can then notify the TCBC planning 
department. 
 
Cllr. Denley-Jones seconds this proposal. 
 
Resolution: Clerk to notify TCBC of any observations. 
 
 
 

16. Donation Requests. 
 
Blaenavon Weightlifting Club. The donation to contribute to new equipment for the club.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr Janet Jones and seconded by Cllr Jac Denley-Jones to award £250. 
 
Resolved: £250 awarded. Clerk to raise the cheque and organise presentation. 
 
 
Blaenavon Netball Club would like to ask for a donation towards the club.  
It was proposed by Cllr Bright and seconded by Cllr Lewis Evans to award £250. 
 
Resolved: £250 awarded. Clerk to raise the cheque and organise presentation. 
 
 
 
At this point the chair asks visitors to leave the chambers due to the confidential nature of 
correspondence received. 
 
 

17. Correspondence. 
 
 
 
Other Matters – The Clerk requested via the Chair if other matters could be considered 
by members – this was allowed.  
 
 
Online Banking  
 
The Clerk explained that the current system of payment is through cheques, more recently we 
have had issues with some cheques going missing in the post. 
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If we were to go ahead with changing our banking system over to an online system of 
payment, which would cut out a lot of admin time and reduce the risks of cheques going 
missing. It will also be speed up the process of paying bills, we recently found with the 
Heritage Day invoices that most companies prefer to be paid through bacs so it will be a way 
of speeding up the payment process in the future.  
 
The RFO would be the authorised user and payments would still need a dual authenticating 
system in the same way as the old system with cheques needing signatories.  
 
Mr Warren explains that if we were to go ahead with this then he will need to update the 
financial regulations to include these details. 
 
Cllr Bright proposes the change and Cllr Alan Jones seconds. 
 
Resolved: Members noted - Clerk to contact the Coop Bank to set up the online banking 
system and update Financial Regulations. 
 
 
 
At 7:45pm the meeting ended. 
 
Chairman Signed:                                                                                       Date: 25/9/19 
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