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Summary (Notes) of the Finance Meeting of Blaenavon Town Council held on Wednesday 

the 8th of March 2023 at 6:30 pm remotely in accordance with the Local Government and 

Elections (Wales) Act 2021 

The full minutes of the meeting are subject to confirmation at the Council Finance Meeting to 

be held on Wednesday the 12th of April 2023. 

In attendance: 

Councillors in attendance: G. James (In the Chair), L. Cowles, A. Beavan, N. Matthews,   

J. Hunt, L. Evans, A. Jones, S. Keen, M. Harris, T. Porter. 

Officers: Kevin Warren (Chief Officer), Sophie Johnson (Community Wellbeing 

Development Officer). 

Visitors: Claire Taylor and Thomas Boor (TVA) 

Member of public: None 

The finance meeting was opened at 6:30pm by the Deputy Mayor Councillor Georgina James 

who welcomed everyone and expressed thanks for attendance.  

 

1. To receive any questions from the public.  

 

None. 

 

2. To receive and accept apologies. 

 

• Cllr Wheeler – IT problems. 

• Cllr Parfitt - Holiday 

• Asst Chief Officer K. Jones – Family commitment. 

It was proposed by Cllr Harris and seconded by Cllr Cowles that the apologies be accepted.  

All members in agreement. 

Resolved: Apologies accepted. 

 

3. Declarations of Interest.  

 

None declared. 
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5. Council Meetings: To confirm the minutes of the Council Finance Meeting held on 

the 8th of February 2023.  

Minutes were read for accuracy. Cllr Matthews pointed out that item 6, page 4. St Hilda’s 

Church should read St James’s Church. 

Amendment noted by the Chief Officer. 

It was proposed by Cllr Jones and seconded by Cllr Beavan that the minutes be accepted. 

All members in agreement. 

Resolved: Minutes approved as a true and accurate record. 

 

6. To receive, discuss, and make any relevant determinations regarding the renewal of 

membership to One Voice Wales for 2023/24 

 

The Chief Officer provided members with an overview of the membership renewal 

arrangements for One Voice Wales. 

 

A discussion took place amongst members relating to the services provided by One Voice 

Wales, which include up to date monthly bulletins from Welsh Government, training 

packages, conferences, and networking opportunities as well as legal advice. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Cowles to renew membership the membership for 2023/24, this was  

seconded by Cllr Jones. 

 

All members in agreement.  

 

Resolved: Membership to One Voice Wales authorised for 2023/24. 

 

7. To receive, discuss, and make any relevant determinations regarding the Independent 

Remuneration Panel for Wales Annual Report relating to Town and Community 

Councils 2023/24. 

 

The Chief Officer forwarded the report to all Cllrs in advance of the meeting.   

 

A summary of the report was highlighted to members by the Chief Officer and it was 

explained that there is an increase in members’ annual allowance to £156 and an additional 

payment of £52 per year for consumables.   

 

The Councillor allowances are mandatory, but if members wished not to receive the 

allowance, then they could opt out by writing to the Chief Officer.  

 

It was proposed by Cllr Jones to adopt the IRPW Report for 2023/24. This was seconded by 

Cllr Beavan. 

 

All members in agreement. 
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Resolved:  Members adopted the IRPW 2023/24 report. 

 

9. To receive, discuss and make any relevant determinations regarding an update from 

the Task and Finish Working Group relating to the King’s Coronation Event - May 

2023. 

 

Cllr Matthews provided members with an overview relating to the ideas discussed at the 

recently held meeting of the task and finish working group. 

 

A discussion took place amongst members regarding the update, which also looked at 

available grants together with a potential budget. 

 

Members agreed to set the budget for the Coronation Event at £4k. This was proposed by Cllr 

James and seconded by Cllr Beavan.   

 

All members in agreement. 

 

Resolved: King’s Coronation Event budget set at £4k  

 

10. To discuss and make a determination regarding potential Town Council projects for 

allocation into the Project Action Plan 2023/24. Relevant updates or new projects as 

notified. 

 

A series of proposed projects were submitted to members by Sophie Johnson for their perusal 

in advance of the meeting. 

 

Sophie presented the following projects to members for discussion and subsequent 

determinations.   

 

• Sophie Johnson (CWDO) - Cookstars Cookery Sessions. 

• Sophie Johnson (CWDO) - Community Swimming Sessions. 

• Sophie Johnson (CWDO) – Photography Workshop Sessions 

 

Cookstars Cookery Sessions. 

 

To provide two family cookery sessions with Cook Stars during Easter half term namely 

Monday the 3rd of April and Wednesday the12th of April 2023 plus one during each school 

holiday for the remainder of the year. 

During these sessions families will be shown how to prepare and cook certain dishes which 

they are then able to take home to enjoy together. Families are also given the recipe card, to 

enable them to make the dish again in the future. All ingredients and equipment are provided. 

These sessions were extremely popular and well received with residents who have taken part, 

with each class having a waiting list. These additional sessions will allow those who were 

unable previously to now attend. 
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A brief discussion took place amongst members. 

It was proposed by Cllr Hunt and seconded by Cllr Porter to support the project.  

All members in agreement. 

Resolved: Project authorised.  

Community Swimming Sessions. 

 

To provide free swimming sessions at Pontypool Active Living Centre In partnership with 

Torfaen Leisure Trust and provide free transport during Easter half term, plus one during 

each school holiday during the remainder of the year.  

 

The trial session in February 2023 was extremely well received with forty nine participants 

attending on the day. The feedback from this session was hugely positive and all participants 

said they would attend again. The feedback from the community has also been very positive. 

 

This would again be open to all residents, to encourage families to be active together but also 

to offer an activity which older residents can participate in. Swimming is not only beneficial 

to physical health, but mental health as well and can be enjoyed by all ages and abilities. 

 

Through engagement activities with residents, it is evident that the loss of the pool in 

Blaenavon is still deeply felt and that the cost and lack of transport is also a barrier to many. 

 

A brief discussion took place amongst members. 

It was proposed by Cllr James and seconded by Cllr Jones to support the project.  

All members in agreement. 

Resolved: Project authorised.  

 

Photography Workshop Sessions 

 

Working in partnership with the Hwb and the World Heritage Youth Ambassadors to provide 

young people with a series of photography workshops led by Walter Waygood, producing 

work which will be included in Walter’s upcoming exhibition at the Workmen’s Hall. 

 

The sessions would focus on Blaenavon’s cultural Heritage and would depict the following 

 

1. Looking at visual resources for inspiration and guidance. 

2. How to use the camera creatively. 

3. Hands on field trip / picture matching resources list. 

4. Producing practical. Looking at pictures taken, then select and edit. 

5. Each member of the workshop will have a A3 print as a practical outcome. 

 

A brief discussion took place amongst members. 
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It was proposed by Cllr James and seconded by Cllr Keen to support the project.  

All members in agreement. 

Resolved: Project authorised.  

 

11. Responsible Finance Officer’s Update:  

 

To receive the February 2023 financial update. 

 

Mr Warren (RFO) forwarded to members the February 2023 financial reports electronically 

in advance of the meeting which detailed the following areas:  

• Income and Expenditure 

• Credit Card Payments 

• Cheque Payments 

• Bacs Payments 

• Cash Book Transactions  

• Bank Reconciliation 

• Project Expenditure 

• Budget 

• VAT 

• Bank Statements 

Mr Warren presented to members each of the above areas of finance for February 2023 and 

highlighted any relevant information.  

Members were invited to ask any questions in relation to the information presented. There 

were none.  

Members were happy with the presentation. 

It was proposed by Cllr Jones and seconded by Cllr Porter that the finance updates be 

accepted.  

All members in agreement. 

Resolved: Financial update for February 2023 accepted by members.  

 

Meeting ended at 19.25 hrs.  
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