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Summary (Notes) of the Finance meeting of Blaenavon Town Council held on Wednesday 

the 11th of October 2023 at 6:30 pm on a hybrid basis in the council chamber at 101 High 

Street Blaenavon and remotely in accordance with the Local Government and Elections 

(Wales) Act 2021 

The full minutes of the meeting are subject to confirmation at the Full Council meeting to be 

held on Wednesday the 8th of November 2023. 

In attendance: 

 

Councillors in attendance: N. Matthews (In the Chair) L. Cowles, J. Hunt, M. Wheeler, I. 

Parfitt, S. Keen, T. Porter. Cllr Evans (On Line) 

 

Officers: Kevin Warren (Chief Officer) 

 

Visitors: Mr Kevin Weaver - (TCBC) 

 

Member of public: None present. 

 

The finance meeting was opened at 6:30pm by the Mayor Councillor Nathan Matthews who 

welcomed everyone and expressed thanks for attendance.  

 

1. To receive any questions from the public.  

None received. 

 

2. To receive and accept apologies. 

• Cllr Harris – Work commitment. 

• Cllr Beavan - Hospital visit family member. 

• Cllr Jones - Family commitment. 

• Cllr James – Childcare. 

It was proposed by Cllr Cowles and seconded by Cllr Hunt that the apologies be accepted. 

All members in agreement. 

Resolved: Apologies accepted. 

 

3. Declarations of Interest 
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• Cllr Keen – Item 8 – Prejudicial Interest. 

• Cllr Matthews – Item 8 – Personal Interest. 

• Cllr Cowles – Item 8 - Personal Interest. 

 

Resolved: Members noted and confirmed the declaration of interest. 

 

6. Council Meetings: To confirm the minutes of the Meeting held on the 13th of 

September 2023.  

 

Minutes were read for accuracy with no amendments.  

 

It was proposed by Cllr Keen and seconded by Cllr Wheeler that the minutes be accepted. 

 

All members in agreement. 

 

Resolved: Minutes approved as a true and accurate record.  

 

7. Responsible Finance Officer’s Update: To receive and consider the September 2023 

financial update. 

 

Mr Warren (RFO) forwarded to members the September 2023 financial report electronically 

in advance of the meeting which detailed the following areas:  

 

• Income and Expenditure 

• Credit Card Payments 

• Cheque Payments 

• Bacs Payments 

• Cash Book Transactions  

• Bank Reconciliation 

• Project Expenditure 

• Budget 

• VAT 

• Bank Statements 

 

Mr Warren presented to members each of the above areas of finance for September 2023 and 

highlighted any relevant information.   

 

Members were asked if there were any questions for the Chief Officer. There were no 

questions from members.  

 

It was proposed by Cllr Wheeler and seconded by Cllr Keen that the financial update be 

accepted.  

 

All members in agreement. 

 

Cllr Porter raised a question in relation to banking indemnity namely £85k. It was explained 

that the Town Council’s account is a business account. This was noted. 

 

Resolved: Financial update for September 2023 accepted by members.  
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8. To receive, consider and make any relevant determinations regarding the Public 

Civic Award Nominations 2023. 

 

Cllr Matthews outlined to members that the Chief Officer had provided members with a 

written summary of the nominations that had been received. 

 

At this point Cllr keen left the room having declared a prejudicial interest at item 3 on the 

agenda. 

 

Cllr Matthews requested if members could consider each of the nominations on their own 

merits and each nomination would be considered individually. Members were also advised 

that during their deliberations to observe the award criteria and also the reputation of the 

Council and the integrity of the awards. 

 

The first nomination discussed was for Mrs Sandra Keen who had received three nominations 

covering two criteria namely Outstanding Service to the Community and Outstanding 

Achievement. 

 

An in depth discussion took place amongst members regarding the fact that Sandra Keen is a 

serving Cllr, and this needed to be considered. It was discussed that the nomination was for 

the work completed well before Sandra became a member of the Council. 

 

Further discussions took place amongst members and the good work delivered to the 

community needed to be recognised. Members discussed the most suitable category, and this 

was agreed namely Outstanding Achievement. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Hunt and seconded by Cllr Parfitt to award Mrs Sandra Keen with a 

Civic award for Outstanding Achievement.  

 

All members in agreement. 

 

Resolved:  Civic award authorised for Mrs Sandra Keen. 

 

Cllr Matthews outlined to members the next nomination namely Mr Colin Roberts under the 

criteria of Outstanding Long Service to the Community. An overview of the service was 

explained by Cllr Matthews  

 

A discussion took place amongst members, and it was pointed out that Mr Roberts is living 

with a disability namely deafness and perhaps consideration could be given to the criteria 

overcoming adversity. 

 

A further discussion took place amongst members, and this was agreed that overcoming 

diversity would be a more suitable category. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr wheeler and seconded by Cllr Porter to award Mr Colin Roberts with 

a Civic Award for overcoming adversity. 

 

All members in agreement. 

 

Resolved:  Civic award authorised for Mr Colin Roberts. 



 

4 | P a g e  
 

At this point Cllr Keen assumed her position within the meeting. 

 

Cllr Matthews outlined to members the next nomination namely Ms Hannah Lewis under the 

category of overcoming adversity. An overview of the nomination was explained by Cllr 

Matthews who requested from members if they had any comments. 

 

A discussion took place amongst members in relation to the nominees being employed by an 

organisation and was there clarity surrounding this point. Cllr Matthews reiterated that each 

nomination should be considered on their own merits. 

 

A further discussion ensued in relation to whether the work delivered fell within a job 

description or role and was the work being delivered over and above the individuals 

employed role. 

 

The details within the nomination was not clear and Cllr Matthews requested that the details 

be displayed on the projector screen to assist members in their deliberations. 

 

Members observed the submitted nomination, and a discussion took place. Members agreed 

that from the application it was not clear whether this was aligned to employment and also 

how overcoming adversity was explained.  

 

Cllr Matthews asked members if anyone was in favour of supporting the nomination? 

 

There were no proposals to support the nomination. 

 

Resolved:  Civic award not authorised for Ms Hannah Lewis as the details of the 

nominations did not meet the criteria. 

 

Cllr Matthews outlined to members the next nomination namely Ms Mair Sheen under the 

category of outstanding achievement. An overview of the nomination was explained by Cllr 

Matthews who requested from members if they had any comments. 

 

A discussion took place amongst members who were not convinced that the details of the 

nomination did exceed the paid employment role. 

 

All members were in agreement regarding this view and therefore the award was not 

supported. 

 

Resolved:  Civic award not authorised for Ms Mair Sheen as the details of the nominations 

did not meet the criteria. 

 

Cllr Matthews outlined to members the next nomination namely Ms Alecia McHugh under 

the category of Youth Award. An overview of the nomination was explained by Cllr 

Matthews who requested from members if they had any comments. 

 

Cllr Matthews outlined to members the next nomination namely Mrs Aislinn Harris under the 

category of outstanding achievement. An overview of the nomination was explained by Cllr 

Matthews who requested from members if they had any comments. 
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It was proposed by Cllr Cowles and seconded by Cllr Keen to award Alecia McHugh a Civic 

Youth Award. 

 

All members in agreement. 

 

Resolved:  Civic award authorised for Ms Alecia McHugh. 

 

Cllr Matthews outlined to members the next nomination namely Daniel Morse under the 

category of Youth Award. An overview of the nomination was explained by Cllr Matthews 

who requested from members if they had any comments. 

 

A discussion took place amongst members who were all in agreement that the contents of the 

nomination certainly met the criteria for the award. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Hunt and seconded by Cllr Wheeler to award Daniel Morse a Civic 

Youth Award. 

 

Resolved:  Civic award authorised for Daniel Morse. 

 

Cllr Matthews outlined to members the next nomination namely Mrs Aislinn Harris under the 

category of outstanding achievement. An overview of the nomination was explained by Cllr 

Matthews who requested from members if they had any comments. 

 

A discussion took place amongst members who were all in agreement that the contents of the 

nomination certainly met the criteria for the award. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Parfitt and seconded by Cllr Keen to award Aislinn Harris a Civic 

Award for Outstanding Achievement. 

 

Resolved:  Civic award authorised for Aislinn Harris. 

 

Cllr Matthews outlined to members the next nomination namely Mrs Angela Lewis under the 

category of outstanding achievement. An overview of the nomination was explained by Cllr 

Matthews who requested from members if they had any comments. 

 

A discussion took place amongst members who were all in agreement that the contents of the 

nomination certainly met the criteria for the award. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Cowles and seconded by Cllr Wheeler to award Angela Lewis a 

Civic Award for Outstanding Achievement. 

 

Resolved:  Civic award authorised for Angela Lewis. 

 

Cllr Matthews outlined to members the next nomination namely Mr Neil Gregory (GOS 

Engineering) under the category of outstanding long service to the community.  

 

Cllr Matthews explained that there was a technical issue with the application in that it had not 

been fully completed with no signature or date from the nominator namely Stuart Evans. Cllr 

Matthews requested from members if they had any comments. 
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A detailed discussion took place amongst members who highlighted the lack of information 

within the application which did not assist with decision making. It was explained that the 

criteria for authorising awards must be adhered to otherwise it would be pointless in having 

civic awards. 

 

All members were in agreement that the details within the nomination was not sufficient to 

make a determination. There were no proposals to authorise the award. 

 

Resolved:  Civic award not authorised due to lack of information provided within the 

nomination. 

 

9. To receive, consider and make any relevant determinations regarding the Town 

Council Civic Award Nominations 2023. 

 

Cllr Matthews explained to members that at the last Council meeting it was decided that up to 

three nominations would be considered by members for a Town Council nominated Civic 

Award. These would be from representations from Councillors around the table. 

 

Cllr Matthews requested members to offer representations for a Town Council nominated 

Civic Award. 

 

Cllr Cowles provided members with an overview of the community work that Leighton 

Williams has achieved at Forgeside Rugby Club and also the partnership working that has 

been promoted an example of which is the King’s Coronation event and also the numerous 

courses that he is undertaking with the Welsh Rugby Union. 

 

It was further explained regarding the ground work management that Leighton achieves at 

Forgeside plus the grant work he has achieved with the National Horticultural Society that 

has supported the Forgeside community garden which is now an established community hub. 

 

Cllr Cowles proposed Leighton Williams for an outstanding achievement award. This was 

seconded by Cllr Hunt. 

 

All members in agreement. 

 

Resolved:  Civic award authorised for Leighton Williams. 

 

Cllr Matthews requested if there was any further nominations from members. Cllr Parfitt 

addressed members and outlined that in the past, awards have presented for achievements 

related to sport. 

 

Cllr Parfitt highlighted to members the recent success and achievements that have been 

awarded to Kai Powell who is a youth amateur boxer. A discussion took place amongst 

members and consideration could be given a youth award for Kai Powell. 

 

This was proposed by Cllr Parfitt and seconded by Cllr Wheeler.  

 

All members in agreement. 

 

Resolved:  Civic award authorised for Kai Powell. 
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There were no further nominations from members in relation to a Town Council Civic award. 

 

10. To receive, discuss and make any relevant determinations regarding Blaenavon 

Town Council’s communication strategy including the forthcoming newsletter. 

Cllr Matthews provided members with an update regarding the recent meetings held by the 

communications working group and in particular the forthcoming Town Council newsletter. 

It was explained that the final draft is with the graphic designers, and it is hoped to get it 

publicised prior to the Remembrance Day event and Xmas events. 

A draft copy of the newsletter was displayed for members on the projector screen. Cllr 

Matthews explained the content of the newsletter and outlined that it was twelve pages long. 

The newsletter clearly depicts a summary of all the key initiatives that the Council has been 

involved in during the past year and is a testament to the service delivery of the Council. 

Cllr Matthews proposed that delegated authority be granted to the communications group to 

finalise the newsletter and arrange its distribution. 

This was seconded by Cllr Wheeler. 

All members in agreement. 

A brief discussion took place in relation to the budgeted costings for the newsletter which 

was well within budget which also included distribution costs. 

Resolved:  Communications group granted delegated authority to finalise and distribute the 

Town Council newsletter. 

 

Meeting ended at 20.06 hrs. 
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