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Summary (Notes) of the Full Council meeting of Blaenavon Town Council held on 

Wednesday the 25th of October 2023 at 6:30 pm on a hybrid basis in the council chamber 

at 101 High Street Blaenavon and remotely in accordance with the Local Government and 

Elections (Wales) Act 2021 

The full minutes of the meeting are subject to confirmation at the Full Council meeting to be 

held on Wednesday the 22nd of November 2023. 

In attendance: 

Councillors:  Cllr. N. Matthews (In the Chair) A. Beavan, J. Hunt, S. Keen, M. Wheeler, I. 

Parfitt, L. Cowles, M. Harris, A. Jones. 

Officers: Kevin Warren (Chief Officer), Sophie Johnson (Community Wellbeing 

Development Officer) Kerry Jones (Assistant Chief Officer). 

Visitors: Justin Jones, Principal Planner Economy, and Environment, TCBC 

Members of public: Daniel Morse, Julie Williams. 

The Full Council meeting was opened at 6:30pm by Mayor Cllr Nathan Matthews who 

welcomed everyone and expressed thanks for attendance.  

 

1. To receive any questions from the public.  

None received. 

 

2. To receive and accept apologies. 

The Chief Officer informed the chairperson that the following apologies had been received. 

• Cllr Evans – Birthday. 

It was proposed by Cllr Keen and seconded by Cllr Harris that the apologies be accepted.  

 

All members in agreement.  

 

Resolved: Apologies accepted. 

 

3. Declarations of Interest 

 

• Cllr Wheeler – Personal – item 20 

• Cllr Harris – Personal – item 20 
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• Cllr Hunt – Personal – item 4 

 

Resolved: Declarations of interest noted by members. 

 

6. Council Meeting: To confirm the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on the 

27th of September 2023. 

 

The minutes were read for accuracy with no amendments.  

It was proposed by Cllr Keen and seconded by Cllr Beavan that the minutes be accepted. 

All members in agreement. 

Resolved: Minutes approved as a true and accurate record. 

 

12. To discuss and make any relevant determinations in relation to twinning 

opportunities for Blaenavon Town Council. 

 

Cllr Matthews updated members with the progress since the presentation regarding twinning 

with Hrastnik, Slovenia which was made in the last Town Council meeting. 

 

There is to be a remote meeting on Friday 27th November 2023 to further discuss the 

proposals in more detail.   

 

Members also had a lengthy discussion around the existing twinning with Coutras, France.  

Members were keen to re-establish contact with the twinning group in Coutras.   

 

Cllr Matthews proposed to contact Coutras as appropriate.  This was seconded by Cllr 

Beavan. 

 

All members in agreement. 

 

Resolved: Contact to be reinstated with Coutras as appropriate.   

 

A further discussion took place amongst members with regards to the possibility of twinning 

with Hrastnik.   

 

Cllr Matthews proposed a meeting with Marko Funkl to discuss the twinning opportunities 

with Hrastnik. This was seconded by Cllr Jones. 

  

All members in agreement. 

 

Resolved: Meeting with Marko Funkl to be arranged.   

 

13. To discuss and make any relevant determinations in relation to the creation of Town 

Council Youth Representatives in accordance with the Local Government (Wales) 

Measure 2011. 
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Cllr Matthews explained to members that two youth representatives under the Local 

Government (Wales) Measure 2011 can be appointed.   

 

The process would need to be formerly launched and advertised. A selection process would 

then take place. The selected panel will be able to attend Town Council meetings but will not 

be able to vote.   

 

A discussion took place amongst members. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Cowles to implement the youth representative panel in accordance 

with the Local Government Wales Measure 2011.  This was seconded by Cllr Matthews. 

 

All members in agreement. 

 

Resolved: Chief Officer to initiate the process.  

 

16. To discuss and make any relevant determinations in relation to a suitable date and 

location for the next Town Council litter pick. 

 

Cllr Hunt informed members that Oliver litter, and fly tipping prevention officer TCBC has 

invited Torfaen Wheelers Group to a litter pick session at Garn Lakes on 9th November 2023 

9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. The invite was extended to all members. 

 

Members discussed the date and location for the next Town Council litter pick. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Matthews that it will take place 3rd December 2023 at 10.00 a.m. at 

Forgeside. This was seconded by Cllr Cowles. 

 

All members in agreement. 

 

Resolved: Litter pick to take place 3rd December 2023 at Forgeside. 

 

18. To discuss and make a determination regarding potential Town Council projects for 

allocation into the Project Action Plan 2023/24. Relevant updates or new projects as 

notified. 

 

Two projects were submitted to members by Sophie Johnson for their perusal in advance of 

the meeting.  Sophie provided an overview to members. 

 

• Coffee and Craft Sessions in Partnership with Stori 

To continue to work in partnership with charity Stori (previously known as Hafan Cymru) to 

deliver a weekly coffee and craft session at Blaenavon Resource Centre, free to all residents. 

The Town Council will feature on the posters and marketing for the session. 

The sessions are open to all residents, and the crafts will vary every week ranging from 
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creating bird feeders, decorating canvas bags, windmills, flowerpots, origami and themed 

crafts. 

 

Members had previously agreed to support the sessions on a six-month trial basis to gauge 

popularity and impact on residents.  

 

Over the past six months the sessions regularly have around 8/10 participants, with an 

additional 3/4 children taking part each week during the school holidays. By continuing to 

support these with varied and exciting craft activities, plus publicity, we are hoping to 

continue to attract residents and give them the opportunity to take part. 

 

A brief discussion took place amongst members. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Keen and seconded by Cllr Wheeler to support the project. 

 

All members in agreement.   

 

Resolved: Project authorised.   

 

• Early Years Music and Movement Group – Shining Stars Academy  

 

To work in partnership with a Blaenavon based business, Shining Stars Academy, to 

subsidise the cost of their early year’s music and movement group classes, enabling more 

families to attend and benefit from these, for a trial period of three months, January – March. 

 

Feedback from the community has shown a lack of access to activities for parents with young 

children, with the cost being one of the barriers. By subsidising the cost of the sessions, from 

£5 per child to £2.50 per child, we can help make it easier for families to attend these classes. 

 

A discussion took place amongst members. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Cowles to support the project with a caveat that the subsidised 

sessions apply to Blaenavon residents only. This was seconded by Cllr Jones. 

 

All members in agreement. 

 

Resolved: Project authorised with caveat to only support Blaenavon Residents. 

 

19. To receive, discuss and make a determination regarding planning applications. 

The Chief Officer had forwarded the planning applications to members ahead of the meeting 

and they were presented as follows. 

 

• DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: Alteration/extension to first /ground floor.  

• LOCATION: 20 lower Garn Terrace, Blaenavon, Torfaen 

 

Resolved. No objections from members. 
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• DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: Two storey rear extension. 

• LOCATION: 75 Llanover Road, Blaenavon, Torfaen.   

 

Resolved. No objections from members. 

 

• DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: Reduction to tree. 

• LOCATION: Glenn Dale, Cwmavon Road, Blaenavon. 

 

Resolved. No objections from members. 

 

20. To receive, discuss and make a determination regarding donation requests. 

The Chief Officer forwarded the donation requests to members prior to the meeting for their 

perusal.   

Members discussed the donation request, namely: 

• Shinning Stars Music Academy – Rebecca Osmond 

Rebecca requested financial assistance of £250 from the Town Council to support the 

community with a sensory play provision. 

A discussion took place amongst members.  

It was proposed by Cllr Harris and seconded by Cllr Cowles to that a donation of £250 be 

authorised.   

All members in agreement.   

Resolved: Donation of £250 authorised. Chief Officer to facilitate the transaction. 

 

21. To receive, discuss and make any relevant determinations concerning items relating 

to correspondence. 

 

The Chief Officer forwarded to members the relevant email correspondence prior to the 

meeting for their perusal.  There were three requests. 

 

• Blaenavon Blues AFC – Sponsorship for the annual firework display. 

 

A discussion took place amongst members regarding the sponsorship request which was for 

the forthcoming firework display. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Cowles and seconded by Cllr Keen that the request be supported with 

a £250 award.   

 

All members in agreement.  

 

Resolved: Donation of £250 authorised. Chief Officer to facilitate the transaction. 
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• Mic Morris Trust – a request for £1500 for the purchase of medals. 

 

A discussion took place amongst members regarding the donation request which was for 

£1500 to purchase medals for the Mic Morris 10k race 2024. 

 

It was decided to discuss the request further during the budget setting process for next year.   

 

This was proposed by Cllr Matthews and seconded by Cllr Cowles. 

 

All members in agreement.   

 

Resolved: Donation not supported at this time. Deferred for further discussions in line with 

budget setting process. 

 

• Torfaen Play Service - Partnership Working Christmas Card Competition. 

 

A brief discussion took place amongst members to work in partnership to design and produce 

a series of Christmas Cards which will be created by children and young people in the 

Blaenavon area. 

  

There will be a selection of ten cards, with one overall winner. This will then be presented at 

Blaenavon Council at an agreed time and date. There would be no additional cost to the town 

council. 

 

A brief discussion took place amongst members regarding the partnership working request.  

 

 It was proposed by Cllr Harris and seconded by Cllr Jones to support the request. 

 

All members in agreement. 

 

Resolved: Partnership project working request approved.   

  

22. Other Matters (At the discretion of the Chairman) 

None presented. 

Meeting ended at 20.06 hrs. 
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