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Summary (Notes) of the Full Council meeting of Blaenavon Town Council held on 

Wednesday the 28th of June 2023 at 6:30 pm on a hybrid basis in the council chamber at 

101 High Street Blaenavon and remotely in accordance with the Local Government and 

Elections (Wales) Act 2021 

The full minutes of the meeting are subject to confirmation at the Full Council meeting to be 

held on Wednesday the 26th of July 2023. 

In attendance: 

Councillors:  Cllr. N. Matthews (In the Chair) A. Beavan, S. Keen, M. Wheeler, I. Parfitt, L. 

Cowles, T. Porter, G. James (online). 

Officers: Kevin Warren (Chief Officer), Sophie Johnson (Community Wellbeing 

Development Officer) Kerry Jones (Assistant Chief Officer). 

Visitors: Caroline Genever-Jones (Elections Business Manager, TCBC), Ashleigh Taylor 

(Treasurer of the World Heritage Group) 

Members of public: Gareth Davies. 

The Full Council meeting was opened at 6:30pm by Mayor Cllr Nathan Matthews who 

welcomed everyone and expressed thanks for attendance.  

 

1. To receive any questions from the public.  

None received. 

 

2.To receive and accept apologies. 

The Chief Officer informed the chairperson that the following apologies had been received. 

• Cllr M. Harris - Work commitment. 

• Cllr L. Evans – Work commitment. 

• Cllr J. Hunt - Meeting. 

• Cllr A. Jones – Family commitment. 

It was proposed by Cllr Beavan and seconded by Cllr Parfitt that the apologies be accepted.  

 

All members in agreement.  

 

Resolved: Apologies accepted. 
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3.Declarations of Interest 

 

None declared. 

 

7. Council Meeting: To confirm the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on the 

24th of May 2023. 

The minutes were read for accuracy with no amendments.  

It was proposed by Cllr Cowles and seconded by Cllr Keen that the minutes be accepted. 

All members in agreement. 

Resolved: Minutes approved as a true and accurate record. 

 

12. To discuss and make a determination for the appointment of a Councillor 

representative to the Torfaen Canal Task and Finish Working group. 

 

Torfaen Strategy has set up a Task and Finish Working Group to support partnership 

working. The group is made up of members from Cwmbran, Pontypool and Blaenavon Town 

and Community Councils along with nine members of TCBC.  

 

To date they have held one meeting. Blaenavon Town Council needs to appoint a 

representative to join the committee.  

 

A discussion took place amongst members. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Parfitt that Cllr Keen is nominated as the Town Council 

representative on the group. This was seconded by Cllr Beavan  

 

All members in agreement.  

 

Resolved: Cllr Keen appointed as the Town Council representative for the Canal Task and 

Finish Working Group.  

 

13. To discuss and make a determination for the appointment of three Councillor 

representatives to the newly established Healthy Blaenavon Strategic Partnership. 

 

This is a new partnership consistent with objectives of the Integrated Wellbeing Network and 

Torfaen Community Wellbeing Strategies.  

 

Terms of Reference are being drafted by Emma Davis-McIntosh (Health Board) and David 

Leech (TCBC) Blaenavon Town Council should lead, host and chair meetings.  

 

There will be representation from the following partners namely Gwent Police, Bron Afon, 

TCBC and the Health Board. This will be a good forum to discuss the health of the Town in 

the broadest sense.  
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A discussion took place amongst members. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Cowles that the three members to represent Blaenavon Town Council 

are Cllr Matthews, Beavan and Hunt. This was seconded by Cllr Parfitt. 

 

All members in agreement.  

 

Resolved: Cllrs Matthews, Beavan and Hunt appointed as the Town Council representatives 

for the Healthy Blaenavon Strategic Partnership.  

 

15. To receive an update and make any relevant determinations regarding the proposed 

Country and Western Community Fayre planned for the 12th of August 2023. 

 

The Assistant Chief Officer Kerry Jones provided members with an update and explained the 

difficulties in securing street food traders and children’s entertainment.  

 

G.W. Crafters had been contacted, unfortunately, they are unable to secure any food stalls for 

the day. It was further explained that Kerry and Sophie have contacted several traders and 

entertainment providers with little success. Follow up calls and emails have been sent and are 

awaiting replies. 

 

Quotations for supplying whiskey barrels and hay bales to use as props on the day have been 

received. A booking has been made with a balloon artist for the event.  

 

Kerry provided members with an estimate of costs for the event to date. This included 

balloon artist, hay bales, barrels, disco, band, A1 Jump and bounce inflatables and rodeo ride. 

This to date has totalled £2090.00. 

 

The Chief Officer reminded members that a budget of £3k for the Heritage Day event had 

been agreed and budgeted for. Due to the event not taking place this has not been used.  

 

Members discussed at length the event details. 

 

Cllr Wheeler proposed a budget of £3k for the event. This was seconded by Cllr Beavan. 

 

All members in agreement. 

 

A further discussion took place amongst members, this included letters to all traders and 

licensees in Blaenavon.  

 

Cllr Cowles proposed that the wording within the letter should make clear that stalls are 

available on a first come first serve basis, dependant on what goods are to be provided / sold.  

 

This was seconded by Cllr Beavan.  

 

All members in agreement. 



 

4 | P a g e  
 

Cllrs Wheeler and Keen will deliver the letters to traders early next week by hand. It will also 

be posted to the Town Council Facebook page.  

 

 The next working group meeting will be held in Council chamber on the 3rd of July 2023 at 

5.15pm.  

 

Resolved: A budget of £3k was agreed by members for the Country and Western Fayre.  

Chief Officer to clarify wording within the letter to traders and licensees. 

 

16. To receive an update and make any relevant determinations regarding the Rec Rock 

Summer School organised for August 2023. 

 

The Chief Officer provided members with an overview and update regarding the Rec Rock 

event. 

 

It was explained that this is the third year the Town Council has organised the Rec Rock 

summer school. The first year it was held in Bethlehem Chapel, last year it was held in the 

Workmen’s Hall. The room rate this year for the Hall is £50 per hour for the auditorium.  

 

As requested by members the Chief Officer has contacted the Hall, namely Sharon Ford to 

request a reduction of the hourly rate. Other venues have also been contacted as per 

instructions from members.  

 

The Constitutional Club room rate is £20 per hour and has been provisionally booked for the 

Rec Rock summer school dates.  

 

There has been a non-decision from Sharon Ford regarding a discount rate. Sharon suggested 

using the Dennis Puddle room at £15 per hour to reduce costs and to use the main auditorium 

for the final day.  

 

Members had a lengthy discussion around room hire costs and the potential use of single or 

both venues. A discussion also ensued relating to value for money principles and the need for 

the opinion from Dan of Rec Rock who will be running the classes. 

 

The event is due to take place in August and needs to be advertised accordingly.  

 

It was proposed by Cllr Cowles that the decision be deferred until July 12th at the next Town 

Council Finance meeting after seeking an opinion from Dan. This was seconded by Cllr 

Porter. 

 

All members in agreement.  

 

Resolved: Chief Officer to liaise with Dan of Rec Rock regarding room suitability.  

 

17. To discuss and make any relevant determinations with regard to organising a 

Mayor’s Civic event for 2023. 
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Members discussed the possibilities of holding a joint Mayor’s Civic evening and Civic 

Award Ceremony within Blaenavon.  

 

Cllr Beavan proposed a provisional date of the 30th of September 2023. This was seconded by 

Cllr Wheeler. 

 

All members in agreement. 

 

Resolved: Provisional date of the 30th of September 2023 agreed for the Mayor’s Civic 

evening and Civic Award Ceremony.  

 

18. To discuss and make a determination regarding potential Town Council projects for 

allocation into the Project Action Plan 2023/24. Relevant updates or new projects as 

notified. 

 

None received. 

 

19. To receive, discuss and make a determination regarding planning applications. 

The Chief Officer had forwarded the planning application to members ahead of the meeting 

and it presented as follows. 

 

• DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: New out building.  

 

• LOCATION: 130 Capel Newydd, Blaenavon, Torfaen 

 

Resolved. No objections from members. 

 

20. To receive, discuss and make a determination regarding donation requests. 

The Chief Officer had forwarded to members two donation requests ahead of the meeting 

namely. 

• Teresa Powell 

A discussion took place amongst members regarding the donation request which was a 

request for £200 to purchase boxing boots for her son Kai Powell. 

Cllr Wheeler suggested that the Mic Morris Trust could also be contacted for a donation. 

Their next meeting is the 19th of July 2023.  

It was proposed by Cllr Beavan and seconded by Cllr Keen that the request be supported with 

a £200 award.  

Cllr Matthews opposed the donation request. 

All other members in agreement.  

Resolved. Members approved the donation request of £200. Chief Officer to facilitate the 

transaction and update Teresa Powell.  
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• Sue Driscoll - Bethlehem Chapel 

A discussion took place amongst members regarding the donation request which was a 

request for £250 to purchase supplies for food share.  

It was proposed by Cllr James and seconded by Cllr Cowles that the request be supported 

with a £250 award on this occasion. It was stipulating that Bethlehem Chapel will not be able 

to reapply for a donation to purchase food in the future.  

All members in agreement. 

Resolved. Members approved the donation request of £250. Chief Officer to facilitate the 

transaction and update Sue Driscoll.  

21. To receive, discuss and make any relevant determinations concerning items relating 

to correspondence. 

 

• E-mail and consultation letter received from Clarke Telecom Ltd dated the 2nd 

of June 2023. 

The Chief Officer forwarded to all members the email for their perusal. This is email is for 

information purposes only.  

Resolved: Members noted email.  

22. Other Matters (At the discretion of the Chairman) 

The Chief Officer requested permission from the Chairman to present a matter before 

members which he explained was time sensitive. This was authorised by the Chairman. 

The Chief Officer informed members that a determination needed to be made in relation to a 

letter received from Jane Saunders the manager at the Arthur Jenkins Care Home to support 

their summer fete being held on the 15th of July 2023 by way of donation or raffle prize. 

A discussion took place amongst members, and it was proposed by Cllr Cowles that two 

tickets for the Bronwen Lewis concert could be given as a raffle prize. This was seconded by 

Cllr Parfitt. 

All members in agreement. 

Resolved: Two concert tickets to be delivered to the Arthur Jenkins Care Home as a raffle 

prize for their forthcoming fete.  

Meeting ended at 20.03 hrs. 
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