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Summary (Notes) of the Full Council meeting of Blaenavon Town Council held on 

Wednesday the 27th of July 2022 at 6:30 pm on a hybrid basis in the council chamber at 

101 High Street Blaenavon and remotely in accordance with the Local Government and 

Elections (Wales) Act 2021 

The full minutes of the meeting are subject to confirmation at the Full Council meeting to be 

held on Wednesday the 28th of September 2022. 

 

In attendance: 

Councillor A. Jones (In the Chair) 

Councillors in attendance:  G. James, M. Wheeler, J. Hunt, L. Cowles, L. Evans, T. Porter, N. 

Goddard, A. Beavan, I. Parfitt, N. Matthews. 

Officers: Kevin Warren (Chief Officer), Kerry Jones (Assistant Chief Officer). 

The Full Council meeting was opened at 6:30pm by the Mayor Councillor Alan Jones who 

welcomed everyone and expressed thanks for attendance.  

 

1.To receive any questions from the public.  

None received. 

 

2.To receive and accept apologies. 

Cllr Harris – Work Commitment. 

It was proposed by Cllr Cowles and seconded by Cllr James that the apology be accepted. All 

members in agreement.  

 

Resolved: Apology accepted. 

 

3.Declarations of Interest: 

 

None received. 

5. Council Meetings: To confirm the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on the 22nd of   

June 2022. 
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The minutes were read for accuracy with one amendment raised. Point nine on the agenda 

should read UNESCO. Chief Officer to make correction.  

 

This was proposed by Cllr Hunt and seconded by Cllr James. Minutes be accepted. 

Resolved: Minutes approved as a true and accurate record. 

 

8.  To discuss and make a determination regarding the allocation of two Cllrs to make 

up the selection panel for the recruitment of the Community Wellbeing Development 

Officer. 

A discussion took place amongst members regarding the panel members. The three agreed 

members are: 

• Cllr Alan Jones 

• Cllr Georgian James 

• Cllr Mike Wheeler (Reserve) 

It was proposed by Cllr Jones and seconded by Cllr Evans that the two members make up the 

selection panel, with one reserve Cllr. All members in agreement.  

Resolved: Three members chosen for the selection panel for the recruitment of the 

Community Wellbeing Development Officer. 

 

9. To discuss and make a determination regarding a suitable date and location for the 

next Town Council litter picking event. 

 

A discussion took place amongst members, it was agreed that the next litter picking event 

will take place at Garn Yr Erw and Garn Lakes areas on Monday the 12th of September 2022 

at approximately 4pm (to be confirmed). 

 

There will be a letter-drop in the area, arranged by Cllrs Goddard and Beavan. Cllr James is 

to contact The Whistle Inn with regards to refreshments.  

 

This was proposed by Cllr Cowles and seconded by Cllr James. All members in agreement. 

Resolved. Litter pick to take place on the 12th of September 2022 at Garn Yr Erw and Garn    

Lakes areas 

 

10. To discuss and make a determination regarding the consultation letter received 

from Torfaen Community Safety Department relating to a Public Spaces Protection 

Order for Broad Street, Blaenavon. 

 

An in-depth discussion took place amongst members, it was agreed to support the Public 

Spaces Protection Order. This was proposed by Cllr Cowles and seconded by Cllr Evans.  

All members in agreement. 
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A further discussion took place amongst members regarding antisocial behaviour and 

policing within the town. 

It was proposed by Cllr Hunt and seconded by Cllr Evans that a representative from the 

Shared Resource Service (SRS) attend a Town Council meeting to provide members with an 

update.  

All members in agreement. 

Cllr Jones addressed members as to whether an invite should be sent to Gwent Police for 

attendance at the September 2022 Full Council meeting. This was proposed by Cllr Cowles 

and seconded by Cllr Matthews.  

All members in agreement. 

Resolved: Chief Officer to inform Torfaen Community Safety Department of Town Council 

decision to support the restrictions. Chief Officer to invite SRS to attend a Town Council 

meeting and to invite Gwent Police to attend the Full Council meeting in September 2022.  

 

 14. To receive an update from Cllr Liam Cowles regarding the Town twinning 

opportunity relating to Hrastnik Slovenia and make a determination regarding the next 

steps. 

Cllr Cowles updated members with the progress of the project to date.  

Lord Michael German, who sits on all Parliamentary Group to Slovenia contacted Cllr 

Cowles last year during his term as Mayor, with regard to a twinning project with the town of 

Hrastnik, in central Slovenia.  

Lord German lives locally and thought of Blaenavon as there are several similarities between 

the towns. Both are of a comparable size, and Hrastnik is a mining village.  

A remote meeting was set-up with Cllr Cowles, the Mayor of Hrastnik, Marko Funkl and 

representatives of the twinning team. Marko is open to a formal twinning or a more relaxed 

approach with Blaenavon.  

He has researched grants that would be available to both towns post twinning with 

opportunities should the twinning go ahead. 

Cllr Cowles suggested that Marko and the twinning team remotely attend October’s Full 

Council meeting. 

This was proposed by Cllr James and seconded by Cllr Hunt. All members in agreement. 

Resolved: Cllr Cowles to facilitate a remote meeting for the twinning team for October 2022 

Full Council meeting. 

15. To receive a TCBC update from Cllr Liam Cowles. 

Cllr Cowles provided members with an update regarding his role as County Borough 

Councillor. 
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Place Making Plans and the Shared Prosperity Fund have passed through Cabinet.  

Cllr Cowles agrees that Town Councils were consulted late in the process and that it felt 

rushed, he will make this point to TCBC. 

Cllr Cowles met with ward colleagues, Mark Paniers and Dermot McCrystal to discuss 

funding and the regeneration of Blaenavon tennis courts. Cllrs Cowles updated members 

regarding his TCBC appointments. 

Appointed Committees: 

• Cross-cutting Resources & Business & Scrutiny Committee 

• Education Overview & Scrutiny Committee – given the recent extremely poor Estyn 

inspection for Torfaen, Cllr Cowles will be working with Dermot McCrystal and Cllr 

Richard Clarke to scrutinise the report to improve education in Torfaen.   

• General Licensing Committee 

• Prosperous Communities Overview & Scrutiny Committee 

• Appointments Committee 

• Council Overview & Scrutiny Committee – meetings start in September 

Outside Bodies 

• Blaenavon Workmen’s Hall 

• Brecon Beacons National Park 

• Torfaen Museum Trust 

During the month Cllr Cowles has assisted residents with several issues via the Street Scene 

Team and will provide a further update at the November 2022 Full Council meeting. 

A discussion took place amongst members for clarity involving the role of Dave Leech, 

Communities Officer. It was commented that there is confusion in terms of what the role is 

achieving.  

It was suggested that Cllr Cowles invite Dave Leech to attend quarterly Town Council 

meetings to address members.  

A further discussion took place, and it has been requested that the Chief Officer invites Cllr 

Janet Jones and Cllr Nick Horler to attend full council meetings in September and October 

2022 to update members.  

This was proposed by Cllr Jones and seconded by Cllr Evans. All members in agreement. 

Resolved: Chief officer to invite Cllrs Jones and Horler to the September and October 2022 

Full Council meetings. Cllr Cowles to invite Dave Leech to Town Council meetings, 

quarterly. Members noted the update.  

 

16. To discuss potential Town Council projects for allocation into the Project Action 

Plan 2022/23. Relevant updates or new projects as notified. 

 

• Cllr Beavan - Aesthetic Improvements of Open Public Spaces 
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Cllr Beavan provided members with a brief overview of the project which included De-

weeding, litter picking and sweeping of five open public spaces in various locations 

throughout Blaenavon. These being. 

 

• Prince Street 

• Bethlehem Court 

• Lion Street 

• Market Street / Ivor Gardens 

• Middle Coed Cae Road 

 

The purpose of this project is to improve the appearance of a number of open public 

spaces by de-weeding, litter picking and sweeping. 

 

The intention is to complete the aesthetic improvements at all locations, but this will be 

dependent on both the weather and also any time restrictions experienced by those 

participating in this project due to personal or work commitments. 

 

If approval is given, the areas will be prioritised based on factors such as the current 

condition of these spaces and also where the outcome will provide maximum impact for 

the town. 

 

Cllr Jones pointed out that consent would be required from TCBC to conduct this project. 

Cllr Beavan to forward the project to Cllrs Cowles and Jones. 

 

Cllrs Cowles and Jones to make enquiries with TCBC 

Resolved: Members noted the update. Cllrs Cowles and Jones to make enquiries with TCBC. 

 

17. To receive, discuss and make a determination regarding planning applications. 

The Chief Officer had forwarded planning applications to members ahead of the meeting and 

presented these as follows. 

 

• DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: Loft conversion with dormer & garage. 

• LOCATION: 2 Park Gardens, Blaenavon 

 

Resolved. No objections from members. 

• DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: Increase height of stone wall to side of property. 

• LOCATION: Cedar Cottage, Varteg Road, Blaenavon. 

Resolved. No objections from members. 

• DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: Two storey rear extension. 
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• LOCATION: Conifers, Cwmavon Road, Blaenavon. 

Resolved. No objections from members. 

• DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: Hard standing and two outbuildings. 

• LOCATION: Monterey, Capel Newydd Road, Blaenavon. 

Resolved. No objections from members. 

18. To receive, discuss and make a determination regarding donation requests. 

The Chief Officer forwarded the donation requests to members prior to the meeting for their 

perusal. There were three requests. 

• Torfaen Male Choir – Funding contribution for the choir. 

Members discussed the request at length and decided that as there were no Blaenavon 

residents being members of the choir at this time a determination was made not to award 

funding. 

This was proposed by Cllr Cowles and seconded by Cllr Wheeler not to approve the request.  

All members in agreement. 

Resolved: Members declined donation request. Chief Officer to inform Torfaen Male Choir. 

• Louise Harnett – Blaenavon Blues – Funding contribution to provide under 

fourteen’s with football kits and equipment. 

A discussion took place amongst members regarding the request.  

It was proposed by Cllr Jones and seconded by Cllr Cowles that the request be supported with 

a £250 awarded. All members in agreement.  

Resolved:  Donation of £250 authorised. Chief Officer to facilitate the transaction and update 

Louise Hartnett. 

• Audrey Woodrow – Funding contribution for the installation costs of a community 

defibrillator outside her premises in Garn - yr – erw. 

An in-depth discussion took place amongst members. It was decided that further information 

was required on fitting costs. Assistant Chief Officer to contact Mrs Woodrow and request 

information. 

It was proposed by Cllr Evans and seconded by Cllr Hunt not to approve the request at this 

time. All members in agreement. 

Resolved: Members declined donation request. Assistant Chief Officer to inform Mrs 

Woodrow and request further information. 
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19. To receive, discuss and make any relevant determinations concerning items relating 

to correspondence. 

• Parish Consultation Planning Appeal letter - reference 22/APPEAL/08/REF 

The Chief Officer forwarded to members the planning application appeal letter for 

Broomfield Cottage, Middle Coed Cae, Road Blaenavon prior to the meeting for 

information purpose; no determination is required. 

Resolved. Members noted the content of the appeal letter. 

20. Other Matters (At the discretion of the Chairman) 

The Chief Officer requested permission from the Chairman to inform members regarding an 

urgent request received from Blaenavon Town Band to release part funds from their 

Community Brew award of £5k. 

The Chairman granted permission. 

The Chief Officer explained that the band submitted a community brew project which had 

been approved by the steering group and ratified by members to purchase musical 

instruments for the creation of a youth band in September 2022.  

The request from the band is for members to consider and make a determination to release 

part funding from the initial tranche so that instruments can be purchased for September.  

The Chief Officer explained that he has spoken with Mr Paul Miles (Band Chairman) and 

£2k would be sufficient for the project to commence. 

Currently there is £2,458 remaining in the Community Brew fund from the first tranche of 

monies.  

A discussion took place amongst members. 

It was proposed by Cllr Jones and seconded by Cllr Hunt to release £2k to Blaenavon Town 

Band. All members in agreement. 

Resolved:  Payment of £2k authorised. Chief Officer to facilitate the transaction and update 

Mr Paul Miles. 
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